Public reporting burden for the collection of information is estimated to average 1 hour per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. for combating terrorism? These questions will be viewed through a "thinking in time"
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THE SIGNIFICANCE OF ISLAM ON UNITED STATES' STRATEGY FOR COMBATING TERRORISM
The first task…is to identify the enemy's center of gravity...The second task is to ensure that the forces to be used against that point are concentrated for a main offensive. United States" which also judged that al-Qaida would continue to be the greatest threat to the United States and its interests. 3 With that in mind, this paper will focus on alQaida as the enemy and explore the role Islam plays in how al-Qaida prosecutes the current war it is waging and how or if the United States should address that role. The epigraph cited at the beginning of this paper, from Clausewitz, serve as a guide for this paper. The paper first seeks to understand the enemy, then to identify his center of gravity, and finally to analyze the current strategy to determine if it properly focuses efforts to effect that center of gravity. There are many indicators that suggest that the radical Islamist way of thinking is influenced greatly by their perception of their history. This being the case, it follows that to understand al-Qaida without an understanding of the history of Islam is practically impossible. Therefore, to understand the enemy and identify his center of gravity this paper will begin with a historical background of Islam and the Arab nation. Following the historical background, the paper will provide some explanation as to why the Islamist hate the Western world, specifically the United States, by looking at it through a "thinking in time" lens. Next, to determine if the current strategy is focused on the enemy's center of gravity, the paper will review The previous three paragraphs draw attention to three interesting points in the Biblical accounts related to Ishmael. First, is the prophecy that he will be wild and violent, a leader but not leading peacefully over his people. Second, is God's plan to not One region, in which they belong, is defined by a single religion and its people are those who submit to Allah's every will. The other region is the rest of the world. These are the infidels and enemies of Islam who's leader is George Bush.
Current United States Strategy
The current National Strategy for Combating Terrorism was published in September 2006. The document begins with an overview and a description of the enemy. It then provides a strategic vision, followed by the strategy which is divided into two sections -a long term approach and short term priorities. The document closes with a discussion on the institutionalization of long term structures and a short conclusion.
In the overview, the Strategy uses the term "War on Terror" to describe what it is designed to win. The term has two basic faults that further exacerbate the ambiguity surrounding this issue. First, terrorism is a tactic used by the enemy and not the actual enemy with whom the nation is at war. Second, it is broader than it needs to be, meaning that there is a lot of terrorism in the world that is not a threat to the United States nor does it warrant any reason for which the country should declare war.
It is interesting to note the numerous references to religion found in the National
Strategy for Combating Terrorism's description of the enemy compared to the negligible number of similar references found in the document's vision and strategy portions. For instance, the document has barely over one page devoted to describing the enemy which includes in it thirteen references to religion (seven references to Muslims, four to Islam, one to Jihad, and one to the word "religious"). 22 Compare this to the thirteen pages of vision and strategy in which a mere two paragraphs are devoted to addressing the religious component of this enemy.
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The short term strategy consists of four priorities of action which are as follows: (1) Prevent attacks by terrorist networks -this consists of conducting kinetic attacks to kill or capture the hard core terrorist, denying terrorist entry into the United States, and defending potential targets against attack. 
Recommendations
If in fact the relationship with a religion is the enemy's center of gravity, then this alone is certainly problematic for the United States. The United States, like the rest of the Western world, has developed an aversion to attributing any issue stemming from a religious source to the religion from which it was derived. In the case of the Islamic terrorist, this aversion provides immunity to criticism that results in an unchecked advantage in their information warfare campaign. By linking a radical ideology with a mainstream ideology it is more difficult to isolate the aspects that may indeed not be fairly representative of the mainstream religion. Additionally, this aversion can provide sanctuary and venues for assembly and communications. However, the direst consequence of this aversion is the impact it has on the very way the problem is framed and identified. If the enemy and his center of gravity are not properly identified because of an inhibitor such as this then the resulting strategy has no hope of being correct.
The United States Strategy for countering terrorism could very well be a victim of this aversion phenomenon and, therefore, the first recommendation of this paper is that the Strategy should be readdressed to ensure it has the problem right and that the enemy and his center of gravity have been properly identified and articulated.
This recommendation is not intended to devalue the importance of the respect due to each person and his chosen religion. On the contrary, it recognizes the complexity and sensitivities surrounding the implementation of such a recommendation. Every effort must be taken not to offend people to the greatest extent possible but not at the sake of avoiding recognition of the truth and not at the sake of national security.
The second recommendation is that the analysis of the strategy should strive to refine and clarify the problem through the three following proposals.
1. Define the problem as a fight against the radical Islamist organizations that practice "jihadism the religiously inspired ideology which teaches that it is every
Muslim's duty to use any means necessary to compel the world's submission to
Islam." With that thought, this paper will close with a final quote from Nostra Aetate, "Over the centuries many quarrels and dissensions have arisen between Christians and Muslims, this sacred council now pleads with all to forget the past, and urges that a sincere effort be made to achieve mutual understanding; for the benefit of all…" 32
